
STEM News
First Quarter Recap

Growth Mindset
The �rst part of the school year focused on getting students in the right mindset for STEM learning
this year. Students did activities that focused on skills such as patience, perseverance, and optimism.
As we move through the school year, these skills will be necessary and bene�cial in STEM and all
areas of learning.
 
Students in all grades worked together to color two inspirational puzzle posters. "We are problem
solvers" and "We are creative thinkers." One poster is done in warm colors and the other in cool
colors. After all the puzzle pieces were complete the 3rd and 4th-grade class worked together to
arrange the pieces in order. Both posters are on display in the 1st-�oor hallway of the school as a
constant inspirational reminder to our students.



Halloween
Throughout October students in all grades worked on a variety of seasonal STEM challenges. The
younger grades engaged in read-aloud books and related challenges.
 
Kindergarten and 1st grade read That's Not My Monster and then used playdoh, pipe cleaners,
toothpicks, and googly eyes to build a monster to the speci�cations of the boy in the book. They also
read Creepy Carrots and had to build a fence using popsicle sticks and clothespins to keep the creepy
carrots in the garden.
 
Similar to the growth mindset challenges, students used sets of loose parts (materials that are not
glued or taped, but are re-used again and again) to build seasonal objects such as pumpkins, a
haunted house, and a football goalpost.
 
Second grade read Room on the Broom and used straws and masking tape to build a broom that
would hold as many candy corn pumpkin "friends" as possible. The broom also had to stand on it's
own at least 2 inches above the table.
 



Third and fourth grades were challenged to build a spider web using yarn and straws that would be
large enough and strong enough to catch a paper ball. They also built tables or platforms to hold a
mini pumpkin. The pumpkins were deceptively heavy and students had to get creative with how they
arranged their limited supplies.
 
Middle school tested their engineering skills using toothpicks and candy corn pumpkins to build the
tallest tower possible within a given time limit. They discovered that the weight of the pumpkins near
the top of the tower was a tricky variable to design around. They also built mini catapults and played
pumpkin catapult games where they tested for height, distance, and accuracy.
 
All students are looking forward to the next set of fun STEM challenges!


